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What dynamics 
control the westward 
propagation?

Lagged correlation
KOE mode 2 vs. SSHa
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(Qiu, 2003) Sea surface height anomaly

Ekman pumping
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What is the role of 
NPO in driving 

SSHa in the KOE?
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North Pacific Oscillation

We decompose the wind stress 
field into the AL and NPO mode 
to drive Rossby Wave model

Modes of atmospheric variabilityModes of atmospheric variability

Method of analysis:
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KOEmode 2: strength 
of the Kuroshio Jet

NPGO: strength of the 
central/eastern branch 
of subtropical gyre3 year lag
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KOEmode 2: strength 
of the Kuroshio Jet

NPGO: strength of the 
central/eastern branch 
of subtropical gyre3 year lag


